
  
 

 
We are the cinema… 

 
New Rules for the French Film Industry 

 
Colleagues, Dear Friends, 
 
The Cannes Film Festival is taking place this year after weeks and weeks of a media storm centered on 
the imagined consequences of a pending collective bargaining agreement for French film production. 
 
On January 19, 2012, after years of negotiations, the vast majority of film trade unions signed with one 
of the major producers’ associations, a text designed to become the compulsory basis for labor 
relations in our industry. 
 
This joint decision by labor and management meant that the real difficulties of our cinema were no 
longer under wraps; for decades, insufficient funding has been compensated by wage efforts imposed 
on workers. 
 
This tendency has proven utterly disastrous on a social level, but is now used by many producers to 
fuel a controversy in which the technicians and other crew members are accused of seeking the “death 
of movies”. 
 
In fact, an ever-rising number of French films are shot today despite being seriously under-funded; the 
median budget in 2012 was for the first time lower than in the preceding year. 
 
Aware of this destabilizing spiral, our organizations have accepted a temporary scheme, valid for five 
years, that allows a lower wage scale on certain low-budget films. 
 
But this can only be a stop-gap measure. Our country invented what many consider an exemplary 
system that has allowed the production of a great number of films every year. It’s doubtless able to 
meet the challenges of our new era without sacrificing wages and the social protection schemes that 
enable crews and directors to live from their passion and their talent. 
 
In our opinion, the “death of movies” is not something that can be unilaterally decreed just like that. And 
it’s obviously not an outcome we wish. Nor do those who have signed the January 19, 2012 agreement 
believe in the concept of a “noble” cinema as opposed to an under-financed second-class cinema. 
 
Other solutions are possible, that would allow all of French films to exist. These are the paths we’ve 
asked to be explored for years. Perhaps proposals will be evoked in the coming days… 
 
In March, 2013, the French Ministers of Culture and of Labor promised that the January 19 agreement 
would receive government approval shortly, making it compulsory for all films produced here. We count 
on their commitment being implemented. 
 
As a professional visiting Cannes, you of course know that film is an art form, but also an industry, 
which calls upon exceptional skills and know-how. Our fight to see a collective agreement applied at 
last for French film production is mindful that we have to maintain and nurture these Professional 
capacities. It is inseparable from our struggle for the existence of all forms of cinema. 
 
The crews, technicians and directors, who will not abandon their claim to have the right to earn a living 
exercising their professions, wish you a very good Cannes Film Festival. 
 
Cannes May 20th 2013. 


